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Whatever the one generation may learn frem the other,
that which is genuinely human no generation learns
from the foregoing, In this respect every generation
begins primitively, has no different task from that

of avery previous generation, nor does it get further,
except in so far as the preceding generation shirked
‘lts task and deluded itself. This authentically human
factor is passion, in which also the one generation
-perfectly understands the other and understands itself.
Thus no generation hag learned from another to love,

no generation bvegling at any other polint than at the
beglnning, no generation has a shorter task assigned
to 1t than had the preceding generastion,. and if here
one is not willing like the previous generatiocns to
stop with love but would go further, this is but

idle and foolish talks -

Séren Kierkegaard




After looking through the suggested termination report.

outline which with surgical precision divides up "the Peace
Corps experience® into ten streamlined compartments, I
decided to jﬁnk the recommended outline in favor of a free
flow acbbﬁﬁf about how I understand my thirty-two mohthé
working a8 a Peace Corps volunteer in Thailand.

Perhaps I am more than just a blt presumptuous in thinking
that ny sefvice in Thalland allows me the privilege to free |
lance my way through Peace Corps ideology and practice, a
suﬁject more guited to_the superficial omniscience of the
crcss-cult&ral dilettantes so much in abundance in the Peace
Corps bureaucracglthese.days. but somehow ﬁﬁweuld rather let
myiown opinions stand, even if ﬁo resders are to be found among
the clowns and wizards on the croés~eu1tural band~wagon.

| It was you, after all, who are responéiﬁle for my being
here in the first place..yga"ﬁho told me in your propaganda
rhetoric before I came tﬁgt my "mission as a Peace Corps
volunteef“ would be to ”assist the people of Thallsnd"™ through
those agencieé of the Roysl Thai government by which the
people could be reached, you who told me that in my misslion
I wouid."symbolize the Pesce Corps ahd the United States" to
the Thai people, you th_tolé me that I would be an “agent
for peaceful change® joining'in ®the universal struggle for
human dignity”, you who told me that by joining with you X
-would be getting into the thick of life by following the
Peace Corps’ “philosophy of involvement.” I am not putting
words into your mouth for thig is what you %old theigmerzcan
people and counitless volunteers. Some of us believed you, others

did not €eem to worry about it, but/ fter so many months here,




it occﬁrs to me that some of you bureaucrats are not aware
of how #he Peace Corps"verbal masturbations have translated
into volunteer assignments,.

Many of ws, in the "spirit of service," as an "invited
guessh among the Thel people, did not misunderstand our some=
what iess thaﬁTluxurieus living standard. We understood that
the life~-ztyle of & volunteer must "communicate vasic |
allegiance to the people we were working with," and so we
went our. 1mdividua1 ways day by day trying to get'éloﬁg in
a different culture. 1nnocently thinking that “demovstrated
competence in crcssncultural matters Would win your COw
workers respect, and that genuine interest in peorle and
surroundings would be reciprocated by host country nationals.”

Along with the "freedom afforded to us as volunteers,”
we accepted the responsibi};ty of being a participant in the
Peace Corps® attempt to. ve "in service of an idea;" as the
Peace Corps handbook told us, we were Amevricans for whom
*the inpérfections snd inequitlies of this world inspired nelther
degéair nor acceptance, but'réther a quiet, often gzood=-
humored resolve to make things better.” He said zoodbye to
the "armchalr generals of soclal change,” those “paséive
épectators“ who were concerned but remained personally
. uncommitted, joining others who "demonstrated their faith'
by "helping to eliminate the hunger and disesase, the ignorance
and injustice, and above all, the hdpelessness in whieh human
frﬁstation snd conflict breed.” For these and many other
reagong wWe joined with you, some of us convinced that service_
in the Peace Corps, unlike service in the armed forces, would

provide benefits instead of destruction for the people we




weuld be living wibh.

il

But something was happening to gome ef ug, even though
we never thought to ﬁoubt the Peace Corps‘ ideology at first
and worked as best we could, some of ug in 1mpossible
situations. Our commitment saw us thromgh at first, but
gr&dually the ccmmitment it=self became suspect.

A chasm began grewing between Peace Corps bureauverats

- {(who were beginning to approach the astute aeumen of the

experts in the United %tstes Agency for International
Development.) and volunteers. A feeling that Peace Gorps
had created a permanent bureaucracy out of itsalf based on
the exploitatien of a volunteer's ldeallism began to find
expression afﬁer volunteers began to question and are still
questioning as to why the buweaucrats were permitted to

live like kings when a veluntaer had to make a g0 of it at

geveral times 1ess. The Peace Corps bureaucr&cy had developed

to the point where besldes catering to the needg of its
volunteers and host country nationsls, it was forced to cater
to its own survival, much as any other Eureaucrétic organization
in the United States government, One began to wonder whether
the bureé%racy considered 1ts own survivai more important than
its volunteers working at the bottom, A volunteer who stopped.
to think,aﬁout it had toIWQnder whether g“ﬁnot he hingelf was
being exploited when 2ll élongﬁhe had peen convinced that
he Was'helﬁiﬁg the exploited in his host country.

Joseph Blatchford, then the new Peace Cerps Director.

sensed that something was in the gir and immediately set out |

to change ¥, girection the wind was blowing. In an_:




article written for the October issue of Forelisn ﬁffairs, 1970.
entitled. "The Peace Carps- Making It in the Seventies,"

M, Bl@ﬁghfqrd teld us of the new directions he was taking

the Peace Corps so that volunteers with required skills

could Be'recruited to meet the "high priority needs of
&eveleping naticns.“ An internationsl volunteer servicé

was envisioned 80 that volunteer prcjects would not be seen as
being strictly American unﬁertakings. Heturned volunteers

wonld be utilized to relate thelr work abgoaa directly to

' needs at home in the United States.

And yebt, the Peace Corps Director did not meet head=on
the accusation that he himself pointed out had been-levéled
at the Peace Corps by others and that some of us had been thinking
about while on assig ment, namely that the Peace Corps is
iddeed tainted by the Vietnam War, is indeed simply an arm
of the Establishment, and igmmeyaly the most tolerable part
of an intolerable governméét. Mr. Blatchford mentioned that
Yan organized and vocal minority of returned volunteers call
the Peace “Yorps *the smile on the devil's policy,! "but he never
deigned to reply.
It was as if Hr. Blaﬁchford\was trying to avoid annocuncing
the_death knoll of the Peace Corps, even though as he saw 1it,
the Peace Corps would not be the Peace Corps as we had known
it. In fact, the Feace Corps Director felt compelled to
answer the accusation that Pesce Corps would become a Junior
AID. The Peace Corps would not become the "haven of professionals
come to practice their trade among the élite,” he told us,

In the argument between change and/or continuity, Mr.

'Blatchfer& tried to affirm both by retaining the name of

the organization but changing the directions the organization
would take., ‘hus he thought he could change by means of

rhetoric what he saw as the "beginning of the end for the




| Peacelcorps,“ into the "end of the beginninga“ cuite & trick
if he could have sccomplished it.
What Mr. Blatehford succeeded in doing was to extend the
 life ex@ecteﬁcy of the Peace “orps as a bufeaucracy_Wheng in
fact, itsteffectiveneSS'as a veolunteer organizaticn was
being subjected to attacks from all Sidesg even:hosf country
'natianals snd volunteers. Had the Pemce Corps Director _
1mmediateiy destroyed the Peace Corps in favor of an jnternational
organization of volunteers (without any ties to the CIA and the
| 1ike as is the”baSe for International Velunteer Service in
Laos and Vietnam), he might have ?oiﬁted theﬂ?gade Corps.
into a new and creative direction, but he chc;e instead to
retain the Peace Corps bure;ucraéy, add some inncvations. and
thereby hope o win our allégiancec
I’suwgest that VMr. Blatchford failed on all countsg
because he did not have tha/foresight to get rid of the
Peaee Corps bureaucracy- 1n cne fell swoop, thereby falling
prey to hig own conclusions,. Ag he told us:
" The world is long on plans today, but short on
implementation because somehow the grand designs
“break down before gomeone carries them to the level
"0f the veople. This 1s where the Peace Corps must
be ‘found in the 19708 - near enough to the im-
poverished and disenfranchised to understand their
problens, vet in touch with the larger forces which
course through every soclety.
It seems to me that the Pemce Corps has been long on plans
buﬁ short on implementation because the rhetoﬁ%q'brgke down
long before the ideas could be carried to the level of the
peaﬁle. That exceptional volunteers have been glorified t9
hide the commonplace has been an attempt by the bureaucrgts
to delude themselves. |

As & terminating volunteer, 1t troubles me that after

three years the Feace Corps® call to service rings hollow.




That there really exist cross-cultural wizards who think that
Peace Carps'as an organization ean’be.helpful ﬁa & developing
nation at the level of the "impoverished and disenfranchised®
is'depressihg eﬂougp;lﬁone of us doubt that you sincerely
care sbout the Peaéé Corps mission you supposedly wanted

usg ta help you with, we just feel more than just & little
ﬁisappoiﬁte&'that yenr'rheﬁoric‘nevar seems t6 permit you

to cdmé down'and see what your plans and ideas actually come

to. Some of you pcrhaps know, but you never seem to speak up

amymore, and so we are left to eurselves.

Any ofganiza@ion which claims to provide work assisie
ments in accordémce with the high priocrity needg of developing
nations had better be sure that it is capable of providing
such aid. In his article for Fereign Affairs, Ur. Blatchford
also nointed outs | '

A questionaire cmﬁ;pleted by ?noc returhed volunteers
last year revealed that 92 percent thought their
service "very wvaluable® to them and 45 percent
felt it had been valuable for the United States,
but only 25 percent felt it had bteen very wvalushle
for the forelgn country.
I suggest that you have moﬁ been listening very carefully to
your volunteers. Is it that you refuse to believe what volunteers
have been telling you? Or s it that you do not bother to
listen anymore, heppy with your overpaid, cross-cultural
bufeaucratic functions, afraid that 1if you listen you will
be out of a job7 To omn 1sciant minds like yours i% may not

matter as long as the rhetoric keeps flowing.
1ii

By now you have caught on and wonder what ethereal
arguments about Peace Corps ldedlogy has %o do with the

concrete, day-to«day affalirs of VOlunteers'as they go about




their business. No doubt you:questicn the value of complex,

mental exarcises which may not have anything to do with the

immediate problems at hand and think that surely a volunteer
has better thimgs t0.do than to worry about esoteric matters
relationships, and you would be right « if the existence of
volunteers did not &epeﬁﬁ on the Peace Corps® rhetoric which
Washington has adopted %o rationalize its continued funding
of the Peace Corps. It is strange bedfellows the Peace Gorps
finds itself with when it gQESwaucourting Cengress for the

funds that it needs to keep going, and if it were not for

the heartarerdiny rhetoric behind Peace Corps 1deology,

the American military wachine, AID, and the CIA would probably

devour all the available funds for themselveg,

- I wonld find 1% hard to accept the rhetoric even if the

“only reagon for it is to geﬁ the necegsary apprepriations.

but I refuge to believe that the rhetoric is made up just for
the American publie whosas the handbook tells us, "have é right
to know what the Peace Corps is doing.ﬁ It 1s my suspicien
that you cross-cultural experte really belleve the rhetoric
you so prolifically expound in, so that I haif no choice but
to assume ﬁhat.the reagsons for the existencéi%eace Corps
volunteers depeuds on the very rhetoric which you mizht think
a volunteer should not concern himself with. B
From the lavel of 1deelogy andﬁgb#struse rhetoric grows
the bureaucratic existence of the Péace Corps in Thalland, It
is at tﬁis level that absurd rhetoric becomes sbsurd
bureaucracy, That the Peace Corps shoulq exist in Thailand

is 2 sgtudy in absurdity on at least two counts,

From my point of view as a terminating volunteer v it




strikes me as extremely questionable that Peace Corps

volunteers should be working in a country where the U.S8.

government pays the'ﬁeyal Thai geovermment to send mercenary

goldiers to Vietnam so that they can join with American,

Korean, and Australlan troops in one oé the most amazing
farces of "free world® soliﬁari%y in this or any other
century. The American government uses Thailand as a sanctnary

from which to bhomb Vietnam, Laos, znd Cambodia 8 Days for

Thai trcops ‘pesing as Lao soldiers in the battle agalinst the

| Pathet Lao and yet this same American government expects its

Peace Corps volunteers to work with Thal peasants and students
according to thef&humger and disease, ignerance and injustice“
rhetoric which we thought was the basis for Congress® funding
of the Peace Corpsse . ' .

Besides the military infiltration of Thailand, there is
the United States Agency fsr“Internati?nal Developmeﬁt
gpéending millicong of doliérs a year in‘céunterinsurgeﬂcy-work.
Translated, this means that AID is responsible for the funds
uwged to tralin police and 301d1ers whose only seeﬁing motia
vation is 2 new camouflaged uniform te parade around in, én
Omege watch, & refrigerabtor ar‘television¢ or how many goodies
they can get from the PX through thelr Awerican connections
or from thelr Thail buddies serving in Thailand®s Black
Leopard division in the PX's of Vietnam. That some of these

finec specislists in counterinsurgency might consider
thé welfare of th%ir country as an afterthought seems often
uniikely; |
And there is still more. The Advanced Besesrch Projects
Agency along with the United States Informatiqn Service

carry out counterinsurgency reseach and anticommunist pra-




paganﬁa With 1deas about eemmunism fresh out of the McCarthey
era in the United btates. Just where the Peace Corps is ‘eXw
peutad t¢‘fit_in a@amg these remnants of 19th century cconomic
an& m;litafy 1mperia1&aﬁ is béyend my'fﬁtilé.attempts at
cﬁmprehension. riould that Mr. Biatchfafd'ar the American
ambassadér_tg'ﬁhailénd caaid'elear'it up for us, but Mr,

Unger hés a'ha“d ehough time clearing it up for the Senates
Foreign Relatlons Ccmmittee. an& "I doubt that Wr. Blaﬁehfard
wauld care te comment,

The programs that Feaee Corps voluriteers aré involved in
in Thailan& ranée fron elementaryg secoﬁdary. higher, and
vocational eﬁncé%ion to paramedical heélth programsgénd
agrieulture.énﬂ éural cammunit& déﬁelépment projects: Well
over half of all the Peace Corps volunteers in Thalland
are busy asg teachers of English, for the most part at”thé
best schools and univekai@;es in Bangkok and major provia@?al
aap&ﬁals; and thelr most’&famatia results are in producing |

an fprainately high mumber of Chinese~Thai students who can

'speak pagsable enoﬁgh English to become part of the middle

and upger class elite, thereby msking bGhe educational

syste@an even better method for maintalning soclal class |

cleavages. Amidst a1l this effort to teach inglish {and now

even French) and thereby help to eliminate "hunger and disease,

ignorsnce and injustice, and the hopelessnesg in whiech
humen frusﬁgtion and conflict breed," one ghould remembery
that over 80 percent of the people living in Thailand are
peasanté anﬂ that their anmal per caplita income is aboutb
2,500 Baht ($125). Who is helping them? | -
I know the teachers are noﬁi;£§%hin&, {or the most part,

no matter how many times I hear the argument that teaching
English prepares Thals for the jobs that a modern mocliety

requiresg, and I do not think that the really few volunteers

2
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working in various health, agrioculiture, and furai'community
development projects are making up the difference as théy
work divectly on the level of the peOple‘af'Thailand; Byen if
the 1atter'group were to be ihereasedrl dcubt'any_benefits

to the people of Thalland would accrue. The Thal bureaucracy
would get in the way, and this leads us to the second count
of abgurdiﬁy thad the Peace Corps should éxiéﬁ in‘Thailandi

Some of us who have"béen.living on the level of the

 péop1e of Thailand for the last few years have been astcnnaed

at the extent To Whiéh the taxl drivers, ﬁillagers, up-ceﬁntry
bar girls, government wdrkers, an&-pimbs'know about the
internsl absﬁr&itias of their own govermment. When we first
came, we thought that these people were unaware of the despotic
machinations of the military clique which ran thelr country
in the name of the King of Thaiiand;-but this was because
we could not spealk thei?/légguage 3 Now we know better and
commiserste with them in thelr efforts to met ahead in the
fécé of the incredible eorruptidﬁ anétne§otism going all the -
way up to the highest levels of thé‘Tﬁaﬁ zoverrment élité.

As the cross-cultural dilettantés'tol& us in training
and as countless enéyclopedie; Orienﬁa1 experts have filled
pages and pages of haaks'about} corrﬁﬁtian {or squeeze) is an
accepbed procedure in Oriental“seciébie%; and 80 wWe should not’
be surprised or dissppointed that_Théiiana_is no exception
to the time honored tradition. mé,itf;sf@ot this mere fact
which 1s disturbing, for if that Were.ﬁﬁé case it would not
disturb thinking Thals elthers We all h%ve noted how highly
they speak cﬁ?%@e late Prime Miniéﬁgrfsé§;t; a veritable
legend when it comes to cerruption;fﬂiéhﬁgs of the more
traditional kind. o * |

N

What is disturbing is the moreup+ﬁandaté\style of
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corruption to be founﬁ_today in the persong of Prime Minister
Thanem Kittikaschorn; Minister of the Interior Prapass
Charusathisra; Chief :

bhe Supreme Command, Alr

Marshall Dawee Chullasapya; and %ﬁeir agsorted cronies which
hag mencpolized the éxPloitation of U.Se. govérnment funds
and thereby determined in what directions the people of
Thatland should be led. That such men would be considered

capable of &etermining what is best for the broad mass of

- Thal peasants 1s amazing. ‘Even if their hands were not stuck

in the till, it would be difficult enough to provide the
leadership that Thalland needs, but because th@%r hards
are so busy carving out personal, financial empifes. their
leadership is at best bogus.

The ThanomePrapass-Dawee clique has determined the high
rriority needs of Thailand with the help of a foreign educated
d1ite; bus it has never/pééﬁrred to Peace Corps bureaucrats
or any of the higher pfaeed brands of ﬁmerican officialdom
to quesgtion whether or not the Royal Thal goverrment as it is
presently coﬁstituted actuallyﬂawnge of the high priority
needs of its people: To my mind, military leadersg have never
understood or fooled peasants (iﬁ ig much more difficult
to befuddle innocence than you at first suppose), and I doubt
that they are aware of the actual needs of thelr people. The
peasfifts are not fooled; the taxi drivers know; and meanwhile
the Bangkok and provincial d1ite are wallowing in their
maxi's and hot pants, happy that they are gettling away with
it a2ll. '

Peace Corps has no place in this kind of situation,
according to the rhetoric upon which it is based. Volunteers
find themselves caught in the middle of an unlikely wedding
bebween the Peace Corps bureaucracy and an out of touch host

country government.
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Under the besgus leadership of the Thanon-Frapass-Davee
clique, Théilanﬁ bas been forcéd to follow a road to rapid
madern@zation that cannot be gohten off of, short of 1nterna1.
cconomic diegruption. At present the expectations of the
Thai, Buddhist peasants have not everureached their patience
to walt for thelr expectations te be satisfied, and there
ig neo political trouble except 1n the periphery areas where
Moglems and hill tribe minorities have been the first to .

gquestion the Thal governments right %o rule, Should an

‘unanticipated economic collapse sweep away the 1little wealth

that the peasants and lower class merchants have been able

to accumnlate, then there could be mass disillusionment _

 among the Thai pessants theméselves.

It is. in thisg sense that the progress that the Thal
government aSKS Peace Carps volunteers to help 1n furthering
may came to- nothing tut masg discontent. A1l that may have been
accamplished will have been to ewaken materialistic appetites
1n a previously atable village society, end thereby have . .
&estroyed the villagers' +traditional way of 1ife, By that
time; Thanpm;_?rapass, and Dawee will have absconded abroad, .

v
 Heving fartively ventured into the seldom trespassed
ideoclogical domainsg of our eross-cultural bureaucrais,
T think it would bhe propitlous to say a few words sbout
ny experiences working for the Thailand National Halaria

Eradication Project. It is at this level that I am most at

‘home, and I could go on fbr guite some time about ny experiences

working as & Peace Corps volunteer on the village: level.




However, I will spare you the ordeal of having to read very
many'more pages for fear that you are bored to dea%h_already.
You will of course think that I should have remsined in my
home grounds all along and avuided.my'excﬁ%ion into Peace
Corps ideology, but our measuring sticks are based on different
.3‘sca1es. I am afraid; thoge of you who think that I should not
have invaded your sacrosinct citadel should be forewarned
that wh;ie you'are'preaccupied guerding the entrance, the
walla around you may be in the process of crumbling around you.
 In terms of the Malaria Eradication Project, it is the
Eegional.Malariolégist who has the most influenticnal role
in making sure pléns are carried out because he ig in
=diréqt'éharge of severasl zones where each zone 1# made up of
sevérél provinces. In termg of the day~to-day fleld work
involved, it is the zone chief (the volunteer®s co-worker and
supervisor) who wields the @msﬁ effective role in seeing
that work gets done dongﬁa the village level. Therefore,
in é zone with & less than effective zone chief, day«to=day
field operations break down, unless the Reglonal Malariologist
can transmit his influenwe down to the field level in spite of
the zone chief,

I mention this only because for my first two years of
Peace Corps gervice in the Nakhon Sawan zone, the previnns
Regional Melariologist ét Prabuddhabat, Saraburl for reasons
veginning with poor health was unable to transmit his
infiuence down to the zone level, and my zone chief could
do as he pleased without any fear of interference at the
' Region level. There is no need to go into detall about
those two years and what went on (because no one really-

knowél but one of the reasons I extended for a third year




of.service in the Nakhbn Sawan gone rather than transfer
to the Songkhla zone in the southern region (as had been
approved by Malaria Project HQ) was my feeling tﬁat if tha
Frabuddhabat Reglon wag unable to control work at the zone
- level, then, at leagt, I would be able %o pfbvide.some

‘pressure within my own zone to geb attentlion focused-on -

some. serious malaria problems &n the aAWan zones,

- After the previcus Begional ﬁalariolcgist in Prahuddhabat
committed suicide, the situatlion in the Prabuddhabat Regilon,
J ond thus the situations at 211 of the zoneg in thé Begion,
changed copsiderably¢ 5 new Reglonal Malariologigt was
appointed hindered neither by poor health nor by having any
_,cpnﬁeation_with'the way things had been under hls predecessor.
'Uﬁdér:the'new head of the Reglion, work in my zone improved,
sicwly to.be sure; until it became apparent that the new
Regional Maiariologist was 3apable of transmitting his in-

fluence down to the zone :Level. Zone chiefs in the Prgi:buddhabat

o
o

Begion could no longer do as they pleased. In additiog, .
Peace Corps volunteers were encoé%ge& to make real efforts
¥to help improve malaria work 1n their respective zones, and
the Regicnal Malariologlist indiuated that should any problems
arise he would lend his supp&rt as much as possible.

Desplte the changes for the better in the Region and
the Nakhon Sawan zone in partiocular, there are 811l many
guestiong in my mind sbout the value of the Malaria Eradicatien
Project, Under the tutelaze of_thg World Health Organization
and AID, malaria eradlcation effeiis were molded into a
precise, buresucrstic instrument at least from a theoretical
point of view. Yet somehow, by the time ihe elaborate theory
had been taken down the the village level glaring abgufdities

began to appear,




 Those of us who have been asgked to supervise the lowest
1eveis_qf.ma1aria work know what the problems are, I would
guess that some of us would blame the failure at the
village level less on the temporary employees hired to 1

execute the theory, than :: experts at the top

‘who are deluding themselves if they think that their theories

can e corried into practice, .Any;ﬁe who has walked with

- DDT spray teams to the fringes of fhai-culture,_anyone who

has tried to inspect a malppia house visitor during the rainy

season when the roads have been washed ont, anyone who has

......

tried to fin& a multi-purpose spray team in the jungle.A

knows that 1t is simply rldiculous to expect results even

.apprdximatéing_malaria eradlcation. The physical exertion

required to carry out the theory is beyond the comprehension

of the experts who planned to have malaria eradicated 1ong
before 1971, It should be no surprise to anyone that the
principal results from malgria eradication efforts have -
been stacks and sﬁacks-ofiphony statistics, mysteriously

tranglated onto epidemiclogical maps which are in turn

discussed and analyzed by Thai doctors and American and

WHO experts who really should know better.

o B

- In the midst of this consensus of selfudelusiOﬁ,'the
Boyal Thai goverrment aske the Peace Corps volunteers to pitch
in and help, aﬁd most of us do because we have found that
in helping to fight malaria on the village level we are
helping to ontrol a disease directly responsible for the

death of many Thi ipeasants. Bub one can work in the midst
of gbsurdity Just so long before your own efforts take on
an aura‘of‘megninglessgesswno matter how succegsful you may

be in effecting some sort of change in the short run,
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Until no# I have been Wff%ing in the mamer of inter=
pretatian'enlﬁ, and it has taken ne from'Pééce Corﬁs
ideology down to my assignment as a volunteer working in
the ﬁalaria Lradicaticn Project. For fear that ﬁ may be
accused of having wasgted the previous pages-in exploring
useless generali%iéé..I would now lilke to bring all of what
I have beén.ﬁ:ying to get across to yoﬁ'crasé;cultural |

clowns down o the level of an actual human situation without

' the need to waste words on interpretation, I will leave

the interpreting %o Fou.

' In Sepbembery 1970, 2 malaria epidemic broke out in one

of the outlying villages on the Nakhon Sewsn side of the

Nakhan Sawan»?hetchabul border., The village where the epidemic
occured had heen the sublect of my atuention From the beginning
of my Peace Gorps service in Nakhon Sawaﬁ, and in the
subsequent two years I qas to mention this village in two
of my monthly reports hoping that the Region or Préﬁect 
Headquartersrwouid make some effort to-rectify the operational
failures that I had tried to ﬁentioh mogt diplaﬁaticéilya
I had frequently mentlioned the village tdtthe sector.chief
responsible for the district in whieh this particulsr village
was located along with the zone chilef and asslstant zone
chief, and invariably they agreed that something should be
denerand then proceeded ﬁo de-nothing. | |

Quite frenkily, the sector chief turned out to be one of the
most vicious and corrupt persons it has been my pleasure to
meet on the face of the earth. On a salary of @36 dmont
(720 Baht), he had managed to acquire a televisiom. a refrigerator,

an expensive amplifier and speakers, a ster&@ tape recorder,




and.his very own Mazde pick-up. Honestly acquired all of
thege conveniences would not have disturbed me becsuse’
ag I havé already indicated, who was I_to'envy co=workers:
whé‘had a more luxurious living standard thaen mine?

What slcwiiﬂate.away at my feelings as I watched

heiplessly while the sector chlef commuted in his Mazda .
between Nakhon Sewan and Chiengmal (the districts he was
regpounsible for were not on the way, I assure you, unless
you think that the border area with Phet&kbul 1s the short-cut
for travelers on thelir way from Nakhon §awan to Chiengmal)
was the-raallzation that Thal villagers were getting malaria
in his ares with-a high incldence rate every yeaxr, and
the sector chief quite obviously could not have given a damn.
Had thig paragon af'sector?%hiéfs béen gtationed in
an eres wheve malaria wes of no problem I would uot have
given him another bthought, but as I begen to see for myself,
and z2s other secﬁor chieﬁs and workers privately tol& ne,
it was not by mere colincidence that the paragon was alliowed
to be responsible for such a serious malarie area. As others
pointed out to my still 1nnocent??éars@ &z serious malaria
area receives boxes and boxes ofﬁbﬁT every year, and if for
some reason or other you are unable to use 1t 211 during the
planned spray cycles twice a year, it sells pretty well on
the open narket. |
ind so I spent over a year doing 1ittle elge but listening
to the workers in my zone. It often oceured to me that they
wanted me to 4o something, but T had intellectualized the
situstion into a cross-cultural rationalization by
sublimeting my feelings into the argument that if something
;éhcﬁld be done, 1t should be done by_the Thais themselves
with 1ittle more than ny own personal encouragement for their

efforts, an argument you ecrozsg=cultural experts would be the




fiﬁ%ﬁ'tm agree with.

I was abik to use this retionalization aquite effectively
until my‘zone chlef asked me to help supervise the zone's
efforts to bring the:September epidemic in fhis one particular
viglage under controls What happened then is not difficult
to ﬁut dowm.-in words as the facts spesk for themselves, but
there are moments when words cannobt capture the‘toggmt of

emotionsg that rise up despite ourselves. If you wizards

et crosse-cultural,. inter-personal double~talk had been there,

. then perhaps you would understand, but no matiter what you

care to think, I was no longer able %o sublimate my feelings
away from what was staring me right in the face.

«se I had been working with & DDT spray team having
speﬁt ser§é§éi days walking from. one group of houges to
anothér trying to spray and get anti-malarisl mediciné
to the sticken villagers. Jugt from my own abservations apmd
from conversabions with aoﬁ; of the inhabitants it was clear
to me that the houses had never been sprayed for seversl years
even though the statistlcs at the zone office indlcated
adequate spray work every year. A villager here snd there was
s!$rised“that we were giving out medicine free because
the previous malaria workers when they did come had sold the
medicine for a falr sum of Baht - but I knew all this long
before the zone chief had sent me out there... I was sitting
in this one house talking with the owner and agked him where
the owner of the house next door had gome, so that we could
sk hig permission to spray DDT., The villager whom I was

talking with looked at the floor and quietly told me that

-.%We had come Loo late for the people next door. They had

died of * jungle fever® on the week before, five of them,

& hushand and wife, three small children. There had been a
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prcblem in cremating the bodies because there were no
relatives of the stricken family available. They had abmé
from snother province, come from the rice1an6s'to try'fd
cke out a living by raising corn in the newly opening |
‘fron#ier areas betweeh Nakhon @awan and Phetchabul. After
the smell of the decaying bodies became umbearable, the
villagers from the nearby houses cremated the bodiess |

themselvas'hoping that the absenﬁe of relatives and

would be overlockedees
ThésE‘of you who have been to the fringe villages on
the edge of Thai culture can perheps picturé the séftihg;"
but can you recféaﬁe your feelings té a@broximaﬁe mine-
as I listened to what this one man was telling me, as I
wasg thinking about my erosa«cultural role ag & Peace Cerps
vnlunteerg as I imagined the sector chief crulging sround
in his Mazda on his way to/ﬁhiengmai welghted dowm with DDT;
There are moments when human mctions go beyond the

cultural stendards of any society, méments when something
someone does goes beyond the inbtricate ambignities involved
in crosgecultural understanding, moments when it becomes
clear that by whateverAStandardsfgba choose to judge, the
verdict must be the sames I remember gulping several times
trying to regéin control of myself, and I remember thinking :
that if the sector chief had baen_theré at that moment;;.-

| When I returned %o Nakhbn'Sawan I conferred with the
zone chief and the Regionsl Malasriologist and with their
vermission I wrote a supposedly secret r@pbrt_about what
I had seen. The sector chief, true to his character, of conrse
threstened me, and on the day before I wrote the report, the
sector chief's assistant was found murdered, just three days
after he had finished working with me in the epidenic area.
Hig ﬁead had been blown to pleces by two sﬁbtgun blasts
a8 he was rlding a2 bleywle on a village path.
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Eventually the sector chief wag transferred to ﬁhe Tek
Zone in the same Hegién because it was dangerous for the
sector chlef o remaln where he was. It wes feared that what
happeneQ ﬁe'the agsisktant éectgr chief might also happen to
the sector chief. A number of malaria officlals were reported
to be upset that I had involved myself in internal, Thai
administétive affaire. From thelr point of view, T had
again overstepped my stated techniezl dubies as a Peace Corps
volunteer working in the malaria project. Because I had
reported the sector chief, the Regional Ealariologist tolé
me that I‘mightﬁhave to tramsfer to another zone %o maké
things fair for having the sector chief transferred. From
-frieﬁﬁs I learned that the new Peace Corps staff melaria

'sdvisor could not understend why I was always causing S0

'ymueh ‘trouble in Kakhon Sawan and’ why I had so much. diffieulty

in getting along with Thaié.

I have never been quite the ssme since that day when
my concern over the death of one entire family was grected
by such didain from the upper levels of the Thal and Peace
ﬁerpé bureaucracy. My only consolation was that the paople
in the Nakhéﬁﬁgzﬁan zone who knew whet I had done began to
treat me with nore respect then before., By daring to draw
the ire of the clowns and E;} foons on the top, I began td
experience for myself the timeless strugele a single human
being faces in trying to geb so&athing done from the
bottom up in o bursaucracy. Those with me at the bobttom
regpected me for my attempt even though they had stopped
trying a2 long time before.

1 wonder what you people upstairs, sitting in your air
conditioned offices while you read this, would have done

had you been in my shoes? Perhaps to people like you, déath




of others ié irrelevent until it is time for you yoursélf to

dle. To you cross-cultural wizerds and upper erust malaria

officials I ap;;ogize for my excess of zeal. You have taught
me that it is better not to know that people are suffering
than to prebend that I can do anything about 1t.
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BURLINGAME, Westcott (Wes)
1.0, #230031

Bducation: Ohio Wesleyan, B.A. 1968

=  Major: Political Science § Govermnment
Minor: Zoology-Geology
Homors: umiversity scholar, cum laude
graduate

Background: mover, USDA Entomological Research, film
spooler, computer technician, owner of
vending company

Interests: sports, hunting, scuba

Birthdate: May 23, 1946

: 500 Penfield Rd., Rochester, N.Y. 14625

DENNISTON, Robert W. (Bob)
I.D. #227562

Education: University of Oregon, B.S. 1968
Major: Journalism Minor: Liberal Arts
Honors: Sigma Delta Chi, Magazine Publishers
ﬁ.g:_anciatim internship program, college magazine
editor

Background: general maintenance, clerical sales

work, writing

Traveled to: Canada

Interests: photography

Eirthdate: November 3, 1946

Home: 2086 Upper River Rd., Grants Pass, Ore.

DONOHUE, Dennis O,
1.D. #225825
Education: Fordham College, B.A. 1968
Major: Political Science

Minor: Biology
Bal_:_kg}_' mechamm c's apprentice in flooring
try
Interasts' sports, chess, writing
March 25, 1947

F&T-:—Tn' 20 108th St., Forest Hills, N.Y. 11375

[\jﬂk’f}iﬂ” rf):mﬂfb"l

ELMAN, Benjamin A. (Ben)

1.D. ¥231692
Education: Hamilton College, B.A. 1968
Major: Philosophy

Minor: East Asian Studies
H:mrs- Phi Beta Kappa, Squires Prize -

Tf“m——]jﬁﬂ' m‘m’ t, Europe, Asia

m:--& 1946

E m:u Meadowbrook Drive, Syracuse, N.Y.
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